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In view of
the White House

Dr. Jack S. Cohen addresses de-
monstrators gathered in Lafayette
Park across from the White House
for a Jewish community rally Sun-
day. Editorial comment below, and
story inside,

Photo by Poul Sarckin



William R. MacKaye

THE PRESTIGIOUS Na-
tional Academy of Sciences
is -attempting to put to-
gether an international sei-
entists’ appeal on behalf of
Soviet Jews wishing to emi-
grate.

Dr, Philip Handler, presi-
dent of the academy, reports
that an academy official is
in Europe secking the sup-
port  of scientific groups
there.

It iz rare, if not unprece—
dented, for the academy to
speak out on a topic that di-
rectly -affects neither the
United States nor U.S. scien-
tists,

Speaking from Woods
Hole, Mags.,, Handler said in
a telephone interview that
he hoped the joint appeal
would focus on two points:
the right of people every-
where to travel where they
wish, a right enumerated in
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and the right
of seientizts freely to prac-
tice their craft.

The concern of the acad-
emy was initially galvanized
by the situation of Dr. Ben-
jamin Levich, a physicist
and member of the Soviet
Academy of Sciences, who
has sought—so far unsuc-
cessfully—to emigrate to Is-
rael.

Levich conferred about

his difficulties with & num-
bher of foreign scientists, in-
cluding a member of the
U.5. " National Academy,
Prof. John T. Edsall of Har-
vard, during the Interna-
tional Blophysical Congress,
which met in Moscow last
maonth,

THE SOVIET ACA-
DEMIC, who was fired from
his post as head of the de-
partment  of theoretical
physica in Moscow's Electro-
chemical  Institute after
applving for an exit permit,
dccording to Edsall, was not
permitted to read a paper at
the congress,

In a handwritten message
he sent to the congress he
offered an explanation for
his absence. He wrote;

“The scientists who apply
to - the authorities for the
permission to leave for Is-
rael are magically trans-
formed into outeasts who
are deprived of any right of
continuing a scientific activ-
ity: publications forbidden,
lecturing forbidden, making
scientific reports forbidden,
even being cited (in other
people’s reports) forbidden,”™

Going on to note that the
Soviet Union made emigra-
tion for scientisiz much
more difficult than for oth-
ers, he declared that “the
transformation of scientists
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into the property of the gov-
ernment 15 a dangerous
precedent.

“Today it iz the fate of
perhaps a small group of
scientists at a certain place
of the world. Tomorrow it
may happen to anvbody and
anywhere, The brains as
well as the hands (of) any
human being are his per-
sonal property.”

Stressing that the ban on-

his participation in the con-
gress was a punishment for
his econvictions, Levich con-
cluded: {

“The international scien-
tific community, I believe,
should not consider such
problems as a personal af-
fair of each of us, but a
problem of the professional
honor, dignity and human-
ism of all the scientists all
over the world.”

Handler said that the
of the National
Academy discussed the case
pf Levich and others seek-
ing to emigrate from the So-
viet Union during a meeting
in Woods Hole a little over
two weeks ago.

It was at that meeting, he
said, that the strategy was
worked out for seeking a
statement to be issued by
jointly by the academy and
other similar  scientific
groups. Among the groups

Scientists Appe_al on Soviet Jews

from whom support is being
sought are the Royal Society
of Great Britain and the
Swedish Academy of Sci-
ence. ;

THE FULL TEXT of Le-
vich's 340-word appeal is to
be published this week in
Science, the weekly journal
of the Ameri¢can Association
for the Advancement of Sci-
ence. It was made available
to The "r'n’a&hmgtun Post by
Dr, Jack 5. Cohen, a hioche-
mist on the staff of the Na-
uunal:lﬁf"qt_es _of Health
Levich during the congress
in Moscow.

Levich, as a corresponding
member of the Soviet Acad-
emy of Science, is the high-
est ranking Soviet scientist
so far to apply for permis-
sion to emigrate to Israel.
But about B0 others from
Moscow, including Levich's
son, Evgeny, an astrophysi-
cist, are said 1o’ be on the
waiting list.

Cohen said that several
other scientists who sa far
have not publicly spoken of
their desires and have not
vet applied for exit permits
confessed privately o him
during. the congress that
they would like to emigrate
if they could,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Soviet Manipulation of Science and Scientists

In his article “U.S.-Boviet Science
‘Docking' * (Washington Post, July 18),
Stephen 8. Rosenfeld speculates on
some of the possible reasons for his
conclusion that the scientific establish-
ments of Russia and the U.S. “will not.
soon be joined in that web of inter-
locking interests. .. ™ which might
lead to detente. We agree with his con-
clusion, but we feel he has neglected a
very important reason.

Expanding contact between the two
countries has revealed a very grim pic-
ture of Soviet political manipulation of
‘seience and scientists. - As a result, the
enthusiasm of many American scien-

tistz for wholehearted cooperation has

been considerably dampened.

Certainly, glowing media coverage
of the Apollo-Soyuz launch offered vis-
ible evidence that the world’s greatest
ideological and military rivals can co-
operate on programs of mutual inter-
ezt. The venture might have created an
impression of Soviet and U.5. techno-
logical equalify. Far more damaging,
however, is the impression tl}at. the
U.5.5.R. shares Western concepis of
seientifie cooperation,

1.5, scientists are deeply troubled
when, for example, minute details of
the technologv which made the space
linkup possible can be read by millions
of people all over the world, but Soviet
space scientist Aleksandr Druk is still
denied permission to emigrate on the
pretext that his space knowledge is
“Secret” :

They too, -are ‘part of the public
whieh read of the cooperation result-
ing in clever packaging of three meals
& day for the astromauts in space. But
they know of other scientists on earth
who subzist on a semi-starvation diet
in Soviet prison camps for the “‘crime’
of claiming the internatiomal human
right of emigration: they are all too
painfully aware that for siill other col-

Aszoclated Press.

A Soviet scientist peers through a tele-canera at the
university observatory in Rign, Latvia.

‘Ieagues incarcerated in mental institu-
tions for displeasing the Soviet estah- ©

lishment, vitamins are ‘replaced” by
mind-destroying drugs.

When cooperation. in. . space.  is

matched by eooperation on earth,.
when Soviet scientists agre allowed to .

deal freely with Western colleagues,
and when the U.5.5.R. renounces itz

abuse of science and scientists, then

Amerfcan seientists will become enthu-

siastic weavers of that “web of inter-
locking -interests.” Until then, we can
have no Yfaith in the expectations

. ralsed by the emphasis on detente.

H. Eugene Stanley,
Mascachusetta Instftute of Technolozy:
Co-Chairman, Committes of
Coneerned Seientists, Inc.
[} Jaek Cohen,
MNational Institutes of Healih,
- Bethesdn, Md,
Duachal.rm:&n.at'iam::‘n!t.be? of
BHEGED clentists, Inc,
New York.



—Sta Pl}\‘.-ol'mpber Jemeph Silverman

TREATMENT OF JEWS PROTESTED

Dr. Mark Strauss, one of four scientists who carried a petition to the
Soviet Embassy yesterday, said the petition represented 700 scientists
in the Washington area. It was addressed to Soviet Ambassador Anatoly
Dobrynin, but an embassy secretary refused to accept it. It protested
the sentences given to 11 Soviet citizens, including 9 Jews, accused of
plotting to hijack an airplane.



snapshots

TOP: Among Soviet Jewish
activists encountered in Mos-
cow by Dr. Jack Cohen of Be-
thesda while he was attending |

a Biophysical conference were. -

from left. Alexander Voronel
physicist; Viktor Yachot. physi-
cist; Michael Klatchkin, engi-
neer and Viadimir Slepak, elec-
tronics engineer.

CENTER: David Markish, |
militant son of Peretz Markish,
the poet slain in Stalin's purge §&
of Jewish inteliectuals, with his &

other: StHeEr. AU Thories &
have so far refused to grant g
them exit visas, although Dav-
id’s wife is now in Israel.

-BOTTOM: Professor Benja- £
min Levich. head of the De-
partment of Theoretical Phys-
ics -of the Institute of
Electrochemistry Moscow . §
and his wife Tanya have been
denied exit visas to Israel,




Brodetsky House
Ramat-Aviv
Tel-Aviv

ISRAEL

July 12, 1975

Dr. Jack 8. Cohen
6045 Rossmore Drive
Bethesda, laryland
US A& :

Dear Dr. Cohen,

Since I was released from Russia two months ago
I am locking for the names of people who took part
in the letter-writing campaign in my btehalf which
resulted in the Soviets' decision to let me go.
Recently I got & copy of the letter of Prof. Arthur
Kornterg to the Soviet Consul in San Francisco and
saw your name as the man to whom c¢ was sent. So I
figured out that it was you who asked Prof. EKornberg
to write it.

I would like to thank you very much for your
concern and support. The pressure from the American
academic community not only was the major factor
which made them fet me go but made me feel secure
during this long year in lloscow and made it possible
for me to be actively involwed in the Jewish mogg ent
there. Though the KGE threatened me with arrest séveral
times during this period,they always stressed that they
would do it in spite of "your nobelists" which ment
that they could not do it for this very reason.

I and ny wife are staying now in an absorbtion
center studying Hebrew. I hope that in a few weeks I
will be able to resume my work on RNA polymerase, pro-
bably in Hadassa, Jeeusalem.

Thank you very much again and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

a. grgwwf.
Alexander Goldfarb
P.S. If, by any chance, you know the names of other

acientists who wrote letters sbout me, please
let me know.
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MILITANT BIOCHEMIST-A Lincolni-
an beard. of sorts, fringes the lean young face
of Dr. Jack Cohen, but his speech gently hints
of his British origin. He's a biochemist at the
Mational Institutes of Health and former
vice-president of the Soviet Jewry Committes
* of the Jewish Community Council.

This past August, Cohen and a couple of
colleagues at NIH, attended the Fourth In-
temational Biophysics Conference in Mos-
cow, where his encounters with Soviet Jewish
militants probably contributed as much to his
enlightenment as the conference itself. Two of
his American colleagues were searched and
temporarily detained when they traveled
about the country, but Cohen’s own most viv-
il personal experience was the impact of the
Soviet Jewish fortitude and determination.

Snapshots of some of the activists ap-
peared in last week's issue.

Cohen, 34, remembers Nazi bombs hlast-
ing a building mext to his home in London,
when as a child,he and his parents crowded
into a shelter. That—and the fact this his fath-
er was a militant antiMazi were among the
factors he believes account for his own bent
toward anti-tyranny.

A graduate of London University, Cohen
went on to Cambridge to acquire a doctorate

Oct. 12-19, 1972 Jewish Week-A merican Examiner

in chemistry. marhied'the former Naomi
Silverstone of London { they have two chil-
dren), and spent two years in post-doctorate
studies at the Weizmann Institute in Israel.
He came to the United States on a fellowship
to Harvard, worked for awhile at a New Jer-

_ ey chemical lab, and, three years ago, came
to the NIH in Bethesda,

There, he organized the Scientists for
Peace in the Middle East, and became the
resident spokesman for Soviet Jewish rights,
a role that evidently did not enthrall the su-
pervisory personnel. He joined the Baltimore-
Washington Union of Students in a rally dur-
ing President Pompidou’s visit 10 Washing-
ton a few years ago, lo protest France's re-
neging on the sale of paid-for aireraft to
Israel. He was among these hauled away by
the metropolitan police for an overnight so-
journ in the clink, It was an odd but edifying
experience.

As a leader of the Soviet Jewry unit, he
helped organize many demonstrations, in-
cluding last year’s memorable march of thou-
sands in the rain that wound up with a rally at
the Sylvan outdoor theater. He's still a com-
miltée member, but no longer an officer —
and he keeps in close touch with its activities.
as well as with professional colleagues con-
cemned with the plight of Soviet Jewry.

And he is engaged, as well - with another
bipchemist — in writing a history of the dis-
covery of DNA, the micro-cellular protein
“message-bearing” component of human he-
redity. The project was financed by a grant
from the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, the first time it has ever deigned to
bankroll a work of biochemical history.
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WJEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Il OF GREATER WASHINGTON

October 27, 1971

ODr. Jack Cohen
2003 Rollins Avenue
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Jack:

I want to thank you for the outstanding service you
provided in directing the marshalls for the Soviet Jewry Rally
on October 10th.

As you know, in spite of the constant downpour over 6,000
people participated in the demonstration. VYour marshalls ac-
complished the impossible, in assuring an orderly demonstration

and march along Constitution Avenue, and we are grateful.

Again many thanks .
Cordially,
.: _,n'l 9 )

e

i

Isaac Franck
Executive Vice President

IF/src

A BEMEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL OF GREATER WASHINGTON
*k'-' L
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April 22, 197]

Dr. Jack Cohen
2003 Rollins Avenue
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Dr. Cohen:

On behalf of the Middle Aflantic Federation of Temple Youth
| should like to convey their gratitude and appreciation in
accepting their invitation to chair a discussion on Soviet Jewry.
Your emphatic leadership technigues were overwhelmingly appreciated
by all who attended the program at Temple Sinai on April 18.

| should like to take advantage of this opportunity fo
personal ly Thank you for accepting the invitation at such a late
date. Your devotion to the plight of Soviet Jewry is a source
Cordially,

of strength to the community.

Harvey H. Ammerman, M.D.
First Vice President

HHA/ src

A Central Body of 158 Affiliated Organizations Devoted to Communify Planning, Research, Education, and Community Relations

A BENEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL OF GREATER WASHINGTON
R .
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March 6, 1973

Dr. Jack Cohen
6045 Rossmore Drive
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Dear Jack:

We are very grateful to you for serving as a workshop leader

at our Campus Soviet Jewry Conference and allowing us to exploit
your knowledge and energy. The students agreed that the informatiom
presented in the workshops--the "tachlis" sessions--was most useful
and the opportunity to exchange ideas an important one.

We regret that in the rush of preparing for congressional visits
we did not have a chance to "debrief" you. Therefore, if you
could take a few minutes to jot down any especially new and good
program ideas that were shared, we would be most grateful. We
could then pass them on to all conference participants and others
involved in Soviet Jewry programming.

Again, our many thanks.

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Oscar Groner

(Mrsi) Judye Saypol

ference Coordinators

ce: Glenn Richter
Yaakov Birnbaum
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March 3, 1970

Mr. Jack Cohen
208 Rollins Avenue
Rockville, Maryland

Dear Jack:

We are writing to express our deep thanks to you for
your tireless and effeetive work in the planning and
implementation of the Pompidou demonstration February 23.

As you know the work of the marshals was a key to the
effectiveness and peacefulness of the demonstration, and
we are meoet grateful to you for your work in reeruiting,
tratining and supervising these aides.

Your organizing and mustering of support at NIH has
been most weleome, and we look forward to Ffuture
eooperative relationships with the NIH Israel group.

B Sipgerely yours,

Isage, Franck
Executive Vice-President

iz
/ E'._ /-ff!;f {,1':\?
David M. Amdur
dessistant Director
Community Relations
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